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by Joseph A. Webb, Th.D., Ph.D.
President of C.P.R. Ministries International Inc., Longwood, FL
(originally) Don’t Confuse A Sin With A Covenant

here is a great amount

I of rationalism and
foggy misinformation
floating around in the Church
today concerning Biblical
covenants, which have led to
uncertainty and a loss of the
sense of God’s holiness, right-
eousness and justice. This con-
dition soon eliminates any
sense of a fear of God, along
with an attitude of, “Whatever
we do, God will go along with
it.”” It ignores completely
God’s warning’s In
Deuteronomy 23:21-23 and
Ecclesiastes 5:4-6; “When thou
vowest a vow unto God, defer not
to pay it...pay that which thou

hast vowed...neither say thou
before the angel. that it was an
error: wherefore Should God be
angry at thy voice, and destroy
the work of thy hands...but fear
thou God.”

Let me share with you some
examples of such rationalism.

“Yes, I know that remar-
riage is a sin because marriage
is for life. BUT, life long mar-
riages are God’s perfect will,
and we have to be realistic.
After all, Jesus was teaching
God’s ideal; but we know
however, real life is not like
that. Yes, remarriage is a sin,
but if you don’t believe God
can forgive that sin of adul-

tery, then you have found “the
only unpardonable sin.”

Have you heard that before:
“The unpardonable sin?”

I have had many people
present that argument to me.
Actually, however, there are
several answers to such an
argument, and we all need to
be aware of them.

The first answer is one I
learned from a dear brother in
Canada. He stated and I agree;
“Jesus Christ didn’t die for
sin. Jesus Christ came to die
for repentant sinners.” This is,
why the longest chapter in my
book, Till Death Do Us Part?, is
titled Repentance. God hates
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sin and loves the
repentant  sinner.
This is why the
scriptures say over
and over, “Except ye
repent, ye shall all likewise per-
ish.” Forgiveness is for those
who are willing to receive
God’s provision for their
sins—repent and declare Jesus
Christ as Lord of their lives.

One man said, “I have a
friend who was married the
first time at the age of eight-
een. One week later he
divorced this woman. After
remaining single for over
eight years, he married again
and has now been married to
this second woman for 25
years. Does the permanence of
their present, long term rela-
tionship make a difference?”

I said, “I'll answer that if
you will first answer another
question for me. How many
other sins can you name that
die of old age? Does lying?
Sodomy? or Prostitution? Do
any of these ever quit being
sin if you do them long
enough?” The Word of God is
clear as to how we should
classify those who persist in
living with anyone other than
their first marriage partner
while their first partner is still
alive, even if it is for 50 years.
In Romans 7:3; Paul, the apos-
tle, called it a perpetual state
of “adultery” (she shall be called
an adulteress). Again, in
Galatians 1:8 & 9, Paul, who
had supernaturally been
given revelation truth directly
from Jesus Christ, while in the
Arabian Desert, said, “though
we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you
than  that which we have

preached unto you, let him be
accursed. As we said before, so
say I now again, If any man
preach any other gospel unto you
than that ye have received, let
him be ACCURSED.”

If we are talking of any sin,
the  unchanging  biblical
requirement for forgiveness is
not to let it die of old age, but
to repent of it no matter how
long it has been going on.
Time will never change it’s
status: it is and remains SIN!

Please know that all adul-
tery is SIN—but it is much
more than sin. It is the viola-
tion of a covenant. I can
repent of my sin and be total-
ly forgiven, but repentance
and saying you are sorry does
not affect, stop or change a
covenant. You and I must
repent of our violation of the
life long covenant we made
before God, and, if possible,
reestablish our relationship
through complete forgiveness,
or live a celibate lifestyle.

Have you ever had anyone
tell you they had a right to get
divorced because their origi-
nal spouse was not who they
said they were when they

were dating. They were
deceptive and therefore the
covenant was void and they
could remarry. Such people
are ignorant of the clear teach-
ing and conditions of a bibli-
cal covenant such as the mar-
riage covenant.

Joshua, the son of Nun
learned the need to be very
careful about making a valid,
non forbidden covenant with
anyone—because once made,
even if it was made in decep-
tion, it’s terms can only be
violated, but never broken or
dissolved.

7.
CA Deceplive
%]Wm%[

In Joshua 9, Joshua was
proceeding to conquer the
land promised to Israel as
God had commanded him to
do. He was proceeding as
directed to kill all of the
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inhabitants of that land. In
verse 3, when some of the
Amorites (one of the tribes
inhabiting the land God had
commanded Joshua to
destroy) who lived in the city
of Gibeah, and called

Gibeonites, heard that Joshua
was coming to destroy them,
the scriptures tell us they
decided to fool Joshua with
trickery. They put on old
clothes, took moldy bread, old
wineskin, worn out shoes and

“And the children of Israel smote them not
because the princes of the congregation had sworn
unto them by the Lord God of Israel.” These men

understood the seriousness of a verbal vow.
They didn’t dare touch them.

covered themselves
with much dust.
Then they rode
their camels over
the hill to meet
Joshua and told him that they
had come from a far away
land, having heard of his
great army and his God who
was conquering all the nations
before him. They said they
had come to make a treaty
with Israel. Please make note
of this important fact: they are
lying through their teeth! In
verse 14, it says that Joshua
and his men looked at them
and were convinced that they
were telling them the truth
because of their appearance
and the condition of their food
and garments. The bible says
they “didn’t even inquire of
the Lord.” Instead, vs. 15 says
Joshua and his leaders “made
a peace covenant with them.”

Immediately after this,
someone found out that they
were not from far away as
they had implied; instead,
they were from just over the
hill. Joshua and his men then
realized they had been lied to.
You would think Joshua and
his men would have risen up
and killed all of them for their
lies, and for making them look
very foolish. You would think
they would have said, like
many today would say, “We
didn't know what we were
doing. They fooled us.” But
vs. 18 says, “And the children of
Israel smote them not because the
princes of the congregation had
sworn unto them by the Lord
God of Israel.”

These men understood the
seriousness of a verbal vow.
They didn’t dare touch them.
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Instead,
from
then on,
Joshua
not only
let them live, but
had to protect
them from all of
their enemies as he
and his men had

promised they
would do in the
covenant.

The next time
we hear anything
about this covenant
with the Gibeonites,
is approximately
four hundred thirty
years later. In I1
Samuel 21:1, where
it says;

Then there was a
famine in the days of
David three years,
year after year: and
David enquired of
the Lord. And the
Lord answered, It is
for Saul, and for his

bloody house,
because he slew the
Gibeonites.”

Evidently, Saul
was upset because
there were so many
of the Gibeonites
working all around
the tabernacle, and
he had many of
them killed.

Please remember now;
originally, God had command-
ed Joshua to kill all the inhabi-
tants of the land. In this scene,
Saul had only killed a few
Gibeonites, which was a viola-
tion of Joshua’s covenant,
which caused the Lord to send
a severe drought upon the

This violation by Saul occurred over
three hundred forty years after
Joshua had made the deceptive

covenant with the Gibionites. God
clearly stated the drought was Saul’s
fault, because he had killed these
Amorites in violation of the still
standing, still valid “deceptive

covenant.”

land of Israel. This violation by
Saul occurred over three hun-
dred forty years after Joshua
had made the deceptive
covenant with the Gibionites.
God clearly stated the drought
was Saul’s fault, because he
had killed these Amorites in
violation of the still standing,

still valid “deceptive
covenant.” Why
would God do that
to Israel when He
had originally said
“kill them all?” It
was only because of
the COVENANT
and affirms that
God is a Covenant
honoring God!
David then
asked the Lord how
he could resolve the
problem. God told
David to ask the
Gibionites. David
went to the leaders
of the Gibeonites
and declared what
the Lord had told
him. He then asked
the Gibeonites how
he, as king, could
honorably resolve
this violation of the
covenant to make
atonement for the
ones Saul had
killed. In accor-
dance with God’s
standard for Israel.
(If a life be taken, a
life must be taken.)
The Gibeonites told
David to give them
“seven of Saul’s sons
that they might hang
them.” He did, and
they hanged them.
In II Samuel
21:14c is a very shocking and
enlightening statement. It
says, “And after that (after
Saul’s seven sons were
hanged) God was entreated for
the land.” After the violation
of the covenant was vindicat-
ed by the hanging of Saul’s
seven sons, God again

6 The Heartbeat of The Remnant ¢ September/October 2005



answered David’s prayer and
ended the drought. What we
must not fail to see here is the
same covenant that was vio-
lated and vindicated, did not
and has not changed or ceased
to exist. It was only violated,
not destroyed.

Can you imagine how
much David must have
prayed and wept before the
Lord during those three years
without results until he had
made restitution for the
covenant that was devised in
deception, but confirmed by
God because of the verbal
agreement (covenant) that
was spoken before God, with-
out seeking His counsel? Once
the covenant was stated in His
presence, it was acknowl-
edged, confirmed and
enforced by God Himself.

How many times have you
heard people try to get out of a
promise by saying, “I didn't
know what I was saying,” or “I
didn’t understand the serious-
ness of what I was saying at
that time.” To that, God says,
“A  wvalid, non forbidden
covenant, is a covenant, and I
am a covenant honoring God.”
This even includes a covenant
created through deception.
God may forgive the lie we told
when we made the covenant if
we repent, but it won't affect
the covenant agreement.

Another rationalistic argu-
ment I heard while being
interviewed on a radio pro-
gram was, “I cannot believe
God would hold an eighteen
year old young man or
woman to a promise for the
rest of their lives. They proba-
bly didn’t understand the seri-
ousness of a marriage vow. If

they didn’t understand and
flippantly made some promis-
es, God will not hold them
accountable.”

Again, Scripture flies in
the face of such an argument.

Look at Genesis
25:29 where we read
about Jacob and
Esau. Esau had just
come in from the
field and was very hungry and
asked his brother Jacob for
some pottage he was cooking.

Jacob, whose name means
‘supplanter” defined in the
dictionary as “to dispossess and
take the place of (another), espe-
cially by treacherous or dishonor-
able means”, evidently, imme-
diately saw an opportunity to

...there are millions of young people today who
are making vows before God and many other
witnesses during their marriage ceremonies who
are later on saying it really didn’t mean any-
thing, we were just dumb kids and we didn’t
know what life was all about.

September/October 2005 ¢ The Heartbeat of The Remnant 7



take advantage of a
very unique situa-
tion with his broth-
er Esau. In verse 31,
he said to his broth-
er Esau, “Sell me this day thy
birthright.”

Esau responded by saying,
“Man, I'm starving and you
are  worried about a
birthright? Big deal!”

Jacob wisely responded in
verse 3 by saying: “Swear to
me this day” (literally: vow to
God that it is mine).

The same verse says, “And
Esau swore to Jacob”, that he
could have his birthright. The
end of verse 34 says, “Esau
despised his birthright.”

Many today might say,
“That was just two teenage

brothers messing around.
God certainly isn't going to
get up tight about a little fool-
ish thing like that. A lot of
people say dumb things like
that and don’t even stop to
think about it. I surely hope
you wouldn’t try to make a
doctrine out of that.”

They would be absolutely
right about one thing: there
are millions of young people
today who are making vows
before God and many other
witnesses during their mar-
riage ceremonies who are
later on saying it really didn’t
mean anything, we were just
dumb kids and we didn’t
know what life was all about.
“God certainly isn’t going to
hold us accountable for the

I am sure that Esau repented and repented and
repented telling God how sorry he was for ever
saying what he said to Jacob that day; and, I am
also sure that God, in His infinite mercy, forgave

him for his foolishness and flippancy. God,
however, would not, no, could not, change the
covenant without violating His own holiness,
righteousness, and justice.

promises we made in the
excitement of young puppy
love.”

Before anyone gets too
comfortable  with  those
thoughts, turn with me to
Hebrews 12:14-17. Here, over
1900 years later, the writer to
the Hebrew’s, under the inspi-
ration of the Holy Spirit,
spoke, “God breathed words
concerning the verbal
exchange made by Jacob and
Esau,” that should haunt
every person who has treated
past covenants lightly.

“Follow peace with all men,
and holiness, without which no
man shall see the Lord...Lest
there be any fornicator (doer of
sexual sins) or profane person
(one who becomes careless
about the things of God), AS
ESAU (the writer is saying let
Esau’s example be a warning
to you), who for one morsel of
meat sold his birthright. For ye
know how that afterward (later
on, when he changed his mind
about his birthright, when he
could have inherited the
blessing), HE WAS
REJECTED: for he found no
place of repentance (it was too
late), though he sought it care-
fully WITH TEARS.” Verse 25
then says, “See that ye refuse
not him that speaketh. For if they
(Esau) escaped not, who refused
him that spake on earth (Moses),
much more shall not we escape,
IF we turn away from him that
speaketh from heaven (Christ).”
Verse 28-29 says, “Let us have
grace, whereby we may serve God
acceptably with reverence and
godly fear (literally, awe). For
our God is a consuming fire.”

I am sure that Esau repent-
ed and repented and repented
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telling God how sorry he was
for ever saying what he said to
Jacob that day; and, I am also
sure that God, in His infinite
mercy, forgave him for his
foolishness and flippancy.
God, however, would not, no,
could not, change the
covenant without violating
His own holiness, righteous-
ness, and justice. He heard the
words spoken by Jacob, and
Esau’s response, and acted
upon them. The covenant was
established and confirmed by
God Himself.

We have already seen
where the bible tells us that
“death and life are in the power
of the tongue” (Proverbs 18:21).

In Matthew 5:33&37, Jesus
said, “Again, ye have heard that
it hath been said by them of old
time (Jesus was referring to
Deut. 23:21-23 & Eccl. 5:4-6),
Thou shalt not forswear thyself
(You shall not make and then
break your vows to God, but
will fulfill them all), but shall
perform unto the Lord thine
oaths...But let your communica-
tion be yea, yea, nay, nay. For
whatsoever is more than these
cometh of evil.”

It is of great significance
that the Lord said these words
immediately after he told His
disciples the only time they
could get a divorce was dur-
ing the time of betrothal
(Matthew 5 & 19). He was
clarifying once a man and a
woman vow themselves to
each other for the first time.
He supernaturally glues them
together for life, and, “that no
man can separate what He has
joined together.”

Regardless of the argu-
ments you have heard to the

contrary by those who are
defending immorality and
lies, you and I must stand
strong for God’s eternal word.
Any valid, non forbidden
covenant, whether borne out
of a lie or flippancy or igno-
rance, is still a covenant in
God’s eyes. He will forgive
your foolishness, or igno-
rance, but that will not, and
does not effect or make void
the covenant. It still stands! It
stands because it represents

“a decision, not a
feeling.” Feelings
can come later, but
the decision stands
in God’s sight for
the duration of the spoken
covenant, “so long as we both
shall live.”

Allow me to add one
other observation here: many
pastors today are recom-
mending couples getting
married to exclude the phrase
“so long as we both shall

Let me ask you, did Adam SAY,

“Till death do us part?” or “So long as we both
shall live?” No! He only verbally accepted Eve
and the Universal Law of the Marriage kicked in
automatically, with all it’s parameters, restric-
tions and privileges, whether either one verbal-
ized them or not.
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live”, or “till death
do us part.” They
somehow think
their failure to say
it will allow the
couple to later break up with-
out violating a promise made.
Here is a clear case of “the
blind leading the blind.”

It is God who created the
universal marriage law and
He is the chairman of the
board of a close corporation
with NO voting rights. He
says when any man and
woman come before him, each
having never married before
or a widow or widower and
say, “1_____ take thee to
be my lawfully wedded wife”,
IT IS DONE! All the rest is
frosting and smoke.

When Adam had Eve pre-
sented to him in Genesis 2:22-
24 and he responded by say-
ing, “This is now bone of my
bones, and flesh of my flesh: she
shall be called woman, because
she was taken out of Man.” That
is all he said; and God imme-
diately spoke up and said,
“Therefore” (Whenever you
see ‘therefore’ in scriptures,
something just happened; so
you must see what it is there
for. Something significant
just took place. With those
few words spoken by Adam,
a covenant was just estab-
lished; the terms of which
were FOR LIFE).

In verse 24, because of
what was just SPOKEN by
Adam, God said, “Therefore
shall a man leave his father and
his mother, and shall CLEAVE
unto his wife and THEY SHALL
BE ONE FLESH.”

Let me ask you, did Adam
SAY, “Till death do us part?” or

“So long as we both shall live?”
No! He only verbally accept-
ed Eve and the Universal Law
of the Marriage kicked in
automatically, with all it’s
parameters, restrictions and
privileges, whether either one
verbalized them or not.
Always remember, God
does not demand us to marry
the one we love, but He does
command us to love the one
we married. That, by the way,
is not a suggestion, but a
divine command. It is impera-
tive that you and I get this
message to the Church before
it is eternally too late. Paul
warned us to expect certain
visible conditions that would
appear in the “Last days.” 1I
Timothy 3:1-4 “This know also
that in the last day perilous
times shall come...Without nat-
ural affection (normal family
affection, i.e., parents toward
their children and husband or
wife toward each

other)...truce breakers (Vine
says this Greek word means
refusing to abide Dby
covenants made)...lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of
God.” Does this seem to you
as though it were taken from
tomorrow’s newspapers?

Many today who profess
themselves to be Christians
are “covenant breakers”
(according to the latest Barna
survey reports, the present
divorce and remarriage rate
among ‘born again, evangeli-
cal believers’ is over seven
percent higher than unbeliev-
er’s marriages), but the God
they profess to serve is a holy,
covenant keeping God. May
God help us to exemplify our
Heavenly Father in every area
of our lives, but especially in
our marriages.

We at Christian Principles
Restored Ministries
International Inc. are deeply
aware that this is one of the

Always remember, God does not demand us to
marry the one we love, but He does command us
to love the one we married. That, by the way, is
not a suggestion, but a divine command.
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most crucial and critical mes-
sages for the Church of Jesus
Christ to hear today. We also
realize the social and moral
disintegration we are wit-
nessing around us is a clear
fulfillment of prophecy sig-
naling the soon coming or our
Lord Jesus. May we be found
faithful to His Word. May
God richly bless you as you

determine not to be just a
“hearer of His Word, but as a
doer!”

The epistle of James says,
in James 1:21-25, “Wherefore
lay apart all filthiness and
superfluity of naughtiness, and
receive with meekness the

hearers only, deceiv-
ing your own
selves...But  whoso
looketh into the per-
fect law of liberty,
and continueth therein, he being
not a forgetful hearer, but a
DOER OF THE WORK, this
man shall be blessed in his

engrafted word, which is able to
save your souls. But be ye
DOERS of the word, and not

deed.” [

Many today who profess themselves to be Christians are
“covenant breakers”, but the God they profess to serve is a holy, covenant
keeping God. May God help us to exemplify our Heavenly Father in every
area of our lives, but especially in our marriages.

Ve

Bible School Principal:
Location:

Time:

Teachers:

Application:

Homework:
Requirements:

WANTED... Sodtices!!!

We have received many requests through the years for an Advanced Bible School.
Finally, this announcement is a response to that plea. I am organizing a very special Bible
School for young men only. (Sorry, ladies.) After much prayer and counsel we feel the Lord
leading us to focus on the young men. This will be a highly disciplined spiritual boot camp.
God has given me the burden to spend three weeks with the young men getting deep and
practical with the Word. Who wants a rigorous challenge? --Bro. Denny Kenaston

Denny Kenaston

Charity Christian Fellowship

First three weeks in January, beginning January 2, 2006

Many varied speakers from home and elsewhere

Call or write to Charity Ministries to request an application. (Do
not use the application included with this notice.) Limited to
200 students.

Some study will be required each evening.

Must listen to the tape series “I Am a Disciple of Jesus Christ”
before you apply. (Call us at 1-800-227-7902 to order it, or visit
www.charityministries.org.) The school will be in the spirit of
these messages. You must have attended two terms of the regu-

lar Bible School before attending this one. And lastly, you must
be at least 18 years old.

~
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TRULY
PENITENT

by Alexander Whyte

“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people,
saith your God” (Isa. 40:1).

...as long as you are living in any
quilt, as long as your conscience
accuses you, (God) will by no
means clear or comfort you.

o man living in any known sin is ever
N comforted of God. The Holy Ghost never

yet spake one word of all His abounding
consolations to any man so long as he lived in
any actual sin, or in any neglect of known duty.
You have that much-needed caution bound up
into the very heart of God’s great name, when He
proclaimed His great Name to Moses. “The Lord
God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgres-
sion and sin—but” —and here comes this great
correction and caution—"will by no means clear
the guilty.” That is to say, as long as you are liv-
ing in any guilt, as long as your conscience
accuses you, He will by no means clear or com-
fort you. “He that forsaketh his sin shall find
mercy” —but he only You do not really care for
God’s mercy or His comfort either, so long as
you live in any sin. And it is well that you do not;
for you can have neither. Your peace will be like
a river, when you put away your sin; but not one
word of true peace, not one drop of true comfort,
can you have till then. You will have to put out
God’s eyes, and pervert His judgment, and turn
His Throne upside down, before you can have
His comfort with your sin. Choose which you
will have: “If a man love Me, he will keep My
words: and My Father will love him, and We will
come unto him, and make Our abode with him.”
Are you that man? Are you intending to be that
man? And when and in what are you to begin?
Are you from this day to keep that word of His,
which up to this day you know you have not
kept? Then, from this day Jesus and His Father
will come to your good and honest, if broken
and contrite heart, and will make Their abode
with you. And from this memorable day it will
be said over you from heaven, what was said
from heaven in Israel over all the men in Israel
like you: “To this man will I look, saith the Lord,
even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit,
and who trembleth at My word.”

12
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HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT
ABOUT THE STRANGE WAY IN
WHICH GOD IS CALLING A
PEOPLE OUT OF A PEOPLE
ALREADY CALLED?

But Ye Are A Chosen
Generation

by A. B. Simpson

a people already called? The word ecclesia, or church, means called out, but God is

calling out a still more select body from the church to be His bride —those especially
prepared for His coming. We see an illustration of this in the story of Gideon. When first he
sounded the trumpet of Abiezer there resorted to him more than thirty thousand men; how-
ever, he was instructed by God to reduce the number. A first test was applied, appealing to
their courage, and all but ten thousand returned home. But there needed to be an additional
elimination, and so a second test was applied appealing to their prudence, caution and sin-
gleness of purpose,
and all but three hun-
dred were refused.
With this small but
select band, Gideon
raised the standard
against the Midianites.
Through the power of
God he won his glori-
ous victory. So in this
present day the Master
is choosing His three
hundred, and by them
He will yet win the
world for Himself. Let
us be sure that we
belong to the “out and

out” people. 1

H ave you ever thought about the strange way in which God is calling a people out of
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ExProgcInG
ERROR

I IT Worthwhile?

by Harry Ironside (1876-1951)
Harry was a godly Fundamentalist author and teacher for many years and
served as pastor of Chicago’s Moody Memorial Church from 1930-1948

bjection is often raised even by some
Osound in the faith—regarding the expo-
sure of error as being entirely negative
and of no real edification. Of late, the hue and
cry has been against any and all negative teach-
ing. But the brethren who assume this attitude
forget that a large part of the New
Testament, both of the teaching of
our blessed Lord Himself and the
writings of the apostles, is made
up of this very character of
ministry —namely, showing
the Satanic origin and,
therefore, the unsettling
results of the propagation
of erroneous systems
which Peter, in his second
epistle, so definitely refers
to as “damnable heresies.”

Our Lord prophesied,
“Many false prophets shall
rise, and shall deceive
many.” Within our own day,
how many false prophets have
risen; and oh, how many are the
deceived! Paul predicted, “I know
this, that after my departing shall

grievous wolves enter in among you, not spar-
ing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them. Therefore watch.” My own
observation is that these “grievous wolves,”
alone and in packs, are not sparing even the
most favored flocks. Under-shepherds in
these “perilous times” will do well
to note the apostle’s warning:
“Take heed therefore unto your-
selves, and to all the flock,
over the which the Holy
Ghost hath made you over-
seers.” It is as important in
these days as in Paul’'s—in
fact, it is increasingly
important—to expose the
many types of false teach-
ing that, on every hand,
abound more and more.
We are called upon to
“contend earnestly for the
faith once for all delivered to
the saints,” while we hold the
truth in love. The faith means
the whole body of revealed truth,
and to contend for all of God’s truth
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necessitates some negative teaching. The
choice is not left with us. Jude said he preferred
a different, a pleasanter theme—"Beloved,
when I gave all diligence to write unto you of
the common salvation, it was needful for me to
write unto you, and exhort you that ye should
earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints. For there are certain
men crept in unawares, who were before

of old ordained to this condemna-

tion, ungodly men, turning the

grace of our God into lascivi-
ousness, and denying the
only Lord God, and our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Jude 3,
4). Paul likewise admon-
ishes us to “have no fel-
lowship with the unfruit-
ful works of darkness, but
rather reprove them”
(Eph. 5:11).

This does not imply
harsh treatment of those
entrapped by error—
quite the opposite. If it be
objected that exposure to
error necessitates unkind
reflection upon others
who do not see as we do,
our answer is: it has
always been the duty of
every loyal servant of
Christ to warn against
any teaching that would
make Him less precious
or cast reflection upon
His finished redemptive
work and the all-suffi-
ciency of His present
service as our great High
Priest and Advocate.

Every system of teach-
ing can be judged by what
it sets forth as to these
fundamental truths of the
faith. “What think ye of Christ?” is still the true
test of every creed. The Christ of the Bible is
certainly not the Christ of any false “-ism.”
Each of the cults has its hideous caricature of
our lovely Lord.

Truth mixed with

error is equiva'enf

to all error, excepf
that it ic more
innocent 'ooking

and, ﬂ‘lere{ore, more
dangerouso God

hatec cuch a mixturel

Let us who have been redeemed at the cost
of His precious blood be “good soldiers of Jesus
Christ.” As the battle against the forces of evil
waxes ever more hot, we have need for God-
given valour.

There is constant temptation to compro-
mise. “Let us go forth therefore unto Him with-
out the camp, bearing His reproach.” It is

always right to stand firmly for what
God has revealed concerning His
blessed Son’s person and work.
The “father of lies” deals in
half-truths and specializes in
most subtle fallacies con-
cerning the Lord Jesus, our
sole and sufficient Savior.
Error is like leaven of
which we read, “A little
leaven leaveneth the
whole lump.” Truth mixed
with error is equivalent to
all error, except that it is
more innocent looking
and, therefore, more dan-
gerous. God hates such a
mixture! Any error, or any
truth-and-error mixture,
calls for definite exposure
and repudiation. To con-
done such is to be unfaith-
ful to God and His Word
and treacherous to imper-
iled souls for whom
Christ died.

Exposing error is
most unpopular work. But
from every true stand-
point it is worthwhile
work. To our Savior, it
means that He receives
from wus, His blood-
bought ones, the loyalty
that is His due. To our-
selves, if we consider “the
reproach of Christ greater

riches than the treasures of Egypt,” it ensures
future reward, a thousand-fold. And to souls
“caught in the snare of the fowler” —how many
of them God only knows—it may mean light
and life, abundant and everlasting. 1
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Christian teachings based on the Bible are
a natural target for the application of...

They Call It
“HATE SPEECH”

from Gospel Defense League

Government drafted a Bill

for the “Prohibition of Hate
Speech”. Its purpose is to
“criminalise hate speech,” for
the Constitution, Ch. 2, Sect.
16, demands that “advocacy of
hatred that is based on race, eth-
nicity, gender or religion, and
that constitutes incitement to
cause harm,” be outlawed.
Surely no Christian would dis-
agree, because hatred, except

In 2004 the South African

of evil and sin, is forbidden in
the Scriptures. Jesus even said:
“You have heard that it was said,
“You shall love your neighbour
and hate your enemy.” But I say
to you, Love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute
you.” (Matt. 5:43-44)

So what exactly constitutes
“Hate”? The Department of
Justice and Constitutional
Development says: “The objects
of the Promotion of Equality and

Prevention of Unfair
Discrimination Act, 2000 (Act 4
of 2000), are... the eradication of
unfair  discrimination,  hate
speech and harassment... The
(UN) Convention on  the
Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination, to which
South Africa is a signatory,
requires States Parties to declare,
among other, the dissemination of
ideas based on racial superiority
or hatred a punishable offence.” -
Hate then is “racial superiority
and hatred,” and these must be
criminalised. The law propos-
es that whoever disseminates
“ideas based on racial superiori-
ty” or “propagates religious
superiority” will, on first con-
viction, be fined or imprisoned
for up to 3 years, and on sec-
ond conviction fined and/or
convicted to up to six years.
“Hate” or “superiority”
speech will, however, be a
criminal offence only when
expressed in “public”. But
what is “public”? A “public
place,” says the proposed bill,
“includes any place to which the
public have access as of right or
by invitation, whether express or
implied, and whether or not a
charge is made for admission to
the place.” The question then
is: Are churches public or pri-
vate places? Can a minister be
penalised if he preaches
against idolatry and sin and if
he extols the Christian life as
being superior to the pagan? In
other countries “hate speech”
laws are applied to suppress
such  religious teaching.
Recent cases in Australia,
Sweden, and Canada have
shown that Christian teach-
ings based on the Bible are a
natural target for the applica-
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tion of “hate speech laws”. The
Bible has even been called
“hate literature,” especially in
Canada where public expres-
sion against homosexuality is
outlawed.

The whole point of reli-
gion is to show that there is a
better way, a higher purpose, a
“superior” existence for man.
Our Lord Jesus Christ is the
very Son of God, the second
person of the Trinity. He is
unique. He is the only way to
the Father. There is no other
name by which we can be
saved. There is no more
excellent way. It is Christ
and His religion that have
made South Africa great. It
is Christ who has given this
country superiority over
every other nation in Africa.
But this superiority is now
to be “criminalised.” Indeed,
much of the present political
contention about language,
education, the judiciary,
farming, labour etc. is a
struggle against all that
which is superior.

The Gospel is under
attack because it is divisive.
Pagan religions are general-
ly holistic, claiming that all is
one, and that divisions are
evil. But the Gospel divides. It
makes distinctions! It discrim-
inates between God and man,
angels and devil, good and
evil, right and wrong. It
divides heaven and hell,
humans and animal, male and
female, saint and sinner. The
whole created world is gov-
erned by separation, distinc-
tion and discrimination, as
evident in the Law of Nature
and the Moral Law. A man
must know these distinctions,

for they determine his identi-
ty. He needs to know his
standing before God, his gen-
der, race, and heritage. He
needs to know that there is a
broad and a narrow way, that
the one leads to life and the
other to destruction. He must
learn to “rightly divide the word
of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15), which is
“sharper than any twoedged
sword.” (Heb. 4:12) The pagan
who thinks holistically hates
such divisions. Good and evil

are all the same to him. The

Humanist Manifesto II point
11, for instance, extols
MORAL EQUALITY, saying:
“The principle of moral equality
must be furthered through elimi-
nation of all discrimination based
upon race, religion, sex, age, or
national origin.”

“Hate Law” is directed
against Biblical
Christianity.

It is clear then that the aim of
the hate-law advocates is to

establish moral equality in a
secular society. If one believes
in moral equality, then a cor-
rupt personage, when caught,
is not dismissed from his post,
because it does not matter
whether he be good or bad. If,
however, a Christian demands
that such a person be called to
account, he is accused of “reli-
gious superiority” and “racial
hatred.” - Who then is respon-
sible for bringing hate laws
upon us? Is it not the South
African ‘religious community’
who has paved the way? In
December 1990 a National
Inter-Faith ~ Conference on
Religion-State Relations was
held in  Johannesburg.
Among the Christian partici-
pants were Dr Gerrie Lubbe,
Prof. Klippies Kritzinger, Dr
Frank Chikane (then General
Secretary of the SA Council
of Churches), Rev Caesar
Molebatsi ~ and  others.
Following closely upon the
Rustenburg Conference and
taking their inspiration from
it, this multi-faith gathering
discussed whether to keep or
remove Biblical Christianity
from public life in the New
South Africa. With apparent
concern for religious freedom
Dr Chikane said: “I would like
to say that... the struggle for free-
dom of religion can only make
sense within the context of the
struggle for justice and therefore
for the freedom of all. The strug-
gle for freedom of religion is
intrinsically part of the struggle
for justice. Any demand for free-
dom of religion outside the strug-
gle for justice is dangerous and
must be combatted.” In other
words, religion must serve the
revolution. Religious freedom
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outside the revolution must be
combatted. On the basis of this
thinking, Hate Speech Bills are
enacted all over the world to
silence the non-revolutionary
Christian voice. Humanist
governments are clearly tired
of Biblical Christian resistance
against sin laws which sanc-
tion abortion, pornography,
prostitution, gun control,
homosexual marriage etc.
Such resistance is deemed to
be counter-revolutionary! Dr
Chikane also made much ref-
erence to the United Nation’s
1981 “Declaration on the
Elimination of all Forms of
Intolerance and of
Discrimination ~ Based  on
Religion or Belief.” This is a
typically schizophrenic docu-
ment in that it grants the
“right to freedom of thought, con-
science, religion, or whatever
belief,” yet at the same time
demands that “any distinction,
exclusion, restriction or prefer-
ence based on religion or belief...
constitutes an affront to human
dignity...” and is an “obstacle to

peaceful  relations  between
nations.”
The  United Nations

Organisation is, of course,
hostile to Christ and zealous-
ly promotes Humanism. The
South African government,
too, promotes Humanism. In
the light of the Constitution it
is already illegal to preach
that Jesus is the only way to
the Father (John 14:6). It is
illegal to criticise or condemn
other religions as being false
(Acts 19:23-29; Rev. 17). It is
illegal to call homosexuality
sinful and to “discriminate”
against sodomites, forbid-
ding them to be church mem-

bers or pastors. (Rom. 1:24-
27; 1 Cor. 6:9-11) It is illegal
to “discriminate  against
women” preventing them
from becoming ministers. (1
Tim. 2:11-15; 1 Cor. 14:34). It
is illegal to raise children in
the admonition of the Lord
and protect them from
wicked influences or false
religions. (Eph. 6:4) The
Constitution of 1996 says:
“This  Constitution is the
supreme law of the Republic;
law or conduct inconsistent
with it is invalid, and the obli-
gations imposed by it must be
fulfilled.” (Ch. 1, sect. 2) In
1996, an acting judge even
ruled that the Bible could no
longer be part of the law of a
church denomination. - All
unchristian new laws are the
natural outcome of our
humanistic constitution.

The World Council of
Churches

The World Council of
Churches has also paved the
way for “hate” laws. It has long
renounced all Christian “reli-
gious superiority” in favour of
an idolatrous multi-faith. In
Geneva, from 7-9 June 2005, it
gathered more than 100 spiri-
tual leaders in its “commitment

to deepened interreligious
relations.” The speakers were
Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists,
Jews, Zoroastrians, African
spiritualists and a Christian
from India - one Christian
among 16! Can such still be
called a Council of Churches?
Like its satellite the SACC, the
WCC sees its role as “promot-
ing ... understanding between
people of different religions and

cultures” and to address
“social justice issues.” This is
why, in South Africa, the
Churches are increasingly
invited by the SACC and the
ANC Government to engage
in “poverty alleviation.” They
are asked to further the revo-
lution through “social transfor-
mation.”

The battle against
Christianity is intensifying.
Christians are falsely accused
of “hatred”, and therefore their
voice, and the voice of God, is
to be silenced It is high time
that the Churches take seri-
ously the First Commandment
and fight the good fight of faith.
God says: “I am the LORD your
God. You shall have no other
gods before me.” (Ex. 20:1) “You
shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind, and
with all your strength: this is the
first commandment.” (Mark
12:30) Our Churches must
stand for God and against the
“Prohibition of Hate Speech.”
They must stop being intimi-
dated by accusations of “racial
discrimination” and “racial
hatred” and “religious superior-
ity.” If there is hatred in South
Africa, it certainly does not
come from the Christians! On
the contrary, this country’s
exceptional racial harmony is
due to the Christian spirit of
its peoples. May God preserve
this spirit in South Africa! 1

Gospel Defense League
PO Box 587
Sea Point, 8060 RSA
South Africa
Tel/Fax (021) 510-6854
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In this story you will find a strong woman of God and a strong family even though the father had died.
This family was such a strong testimony that the enemy felt that they must be disposed of at all costs to
stop them from converting others! ~Clifford Fox

=

T =

FELICITAS WITH HER SEVEN SONS,
JANUARIUS, FELIX, PHILIPPUS,
SYLVANUS, ALEXANDER, VITALIS,
AND MARTIALIS,

PUT TO DEATH FOR THE FAITH,
AT ROME, A.D. 164

and had seven sons, whose names were
Januarius, Felix, Philippus, Sylvanus,
Alexander, Vitalis, and Martialis. These lived
together with their mother in one house, as an
entire Christian church. Of the mother it is stat-
ed, that by her Christian conversation, which
she had with the Roman women, she converted
many to Christ. The sons, on their part, also
acquitted themselves well by winning many
men to Christ.
Now the heathen priests complained about
this to Antonius, the Emperor. He had resumed
the persecution, which had begun with Trajan,

F elicitas was a Christian widow at Rome,

but had subsided. The priests complained that
there were not only men, but also women, who
blasphemed the gods, despised their images,
trampled under foot the Emperor’s worship of
the gods, and even turned away many from the
old religion of the Romans. They said that this
was mainly done by a certain widow, named
Felicitas, and her seven sons. Therefore, in order
to prevent this, they must be compelled to give
up Christ and sacrifice to the gods. Or, in case
they should refuse to do so, they should be put
to death. Prompted by the priests, the Emperor
gave full authority over them to Publius, the
chief magistrate of Rome.
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Publius was willing to spare Felicitas
because she was a highly respectable woman.
First he secretly summoned her and her sons
into his own house. There he begged them with
fair words and promises, but afterwards threat-
ened to punish them with severe tortures, unless
they would forsake the Christian religion, and
readopt the old Roman worship of the gods.

Felicitas remembered the words of Christ,
“Whosoever shall confess me before men, him
will I confess also before my Father which is in
heaven.” So she did not try to evade the issue by
using misleading or indirect words, but
answered, “I am not moved by your flatteries and
coaxing, neither am I intimidated by your threats.
For I experience in my heart the working of the
Holy Ghost, which gives me a living power. This
prepares me for the conflict of suffering so that I
am able to endure all that you may make me suf-
fer, for the confession of my faith.”

When Publius could not move the mother
from her unwavering purpose, he said to her,
“Very well; if it seems pleasant to you to die,
then die alone, but have pity and a mother’s
compassion for your sons. Command them to
ransom their own lives, at least, by sacrificing to
the gods.”

Then Felicitas said to the judge, “Your com-
passion is pure wickedness, and your admoni-
tion is nothing but cruelty. If my sons should
sacrifice to the gods, they would not ransom
their lives, but sell them to the hellish fiend. His
slaves, in soul and body, they would become,
and be reserved by him, in chains of darkness,
for everlasting fire.”

Then, turning away from the judge, to her
sons, she said, “Remain steadfast in the faith
and in the confession of Christ. Christ and His
saints are waiting for you. Behold, heaven is
open before you. Fight valiantly for your souls
and show that you are faithful in the love of
Christ, in that He loves you, and you love Him.”

This filled the judge with rage against her,
and he commanded someone to hit her on the
cheek. At the same time he rebuked her vehe-
mently, saying, “How dare you boldly urge your
sons in my presence, and make them obstinate
to disobey the commands of the Emperor?
Consider that it would be far more proper for
you to urge them to obey him.”

Even though death had been threatened her,
Felicitas answered with more than manly
courage, saying, “O judge, If you knew our
Saviour Jesus Christ, and the power of His
Godhead and majesty, you would, with a doubt,
stop from persecuting the Christians. You would
not seek to draw us away from the Christian
religion by blaspheming His holy name.
Whoever curses (or blasphemes) Christ and His
faithful ones, curses (or blasphemes) God
Himself, who, by faith, dwells in their hearts.”

Then, even though they hit her in the face
with their fists, in order to silence her, she did
not stop from admonishing her sons. She asked
them to remain steadfast, and to fear neither tor-
tures nor rack, nor even death itself, but to die
willingly for the name of Christ.

Then, Publius the judge took each of her
sons separately, and talked first to one and then
to the other. By this last resort he hoped to draw
away at least some of them from the faith, by
promises as well as by threats. But since he
could not persuade them, he sent a message to
the Emperor, stating that they all remained
obstinate. He could not, in any way, persuade
them to sacrifice to the gods.

Then the Emperor sentenced the mother
along with her seven sons, to be delivered into
the hands of different executioners, and be tor-
tured and put to death in various ways. But the
mother was first to see all her sons die, before
she herself should be put to death.

In accordance with this sentence, they first
scourged Januarius, the first-born, to death in
the presence of his mother. The scourges were
made of cords or ropes, to the ends of which
balls of lead were attached. Those who had to
undergo this mode of torture were scourged
with them on their necks, backs, sides, and other
tender parts of their bodies. This was done
either to torture them, or in order to martyr
them to death, as was the case in this instance.
Felix and Philippus, the two brothers next (in
age), were beaten to death with rods. Sylvanus,
also called Syllanus, was thrown down from a
height. Alexander, Vitalis, and Martialis were
beheaded. Last of all, the mother was beheaded
or put to death with the sword. This took place
under Emperor Antonius Pius. 1
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FIRE!

by E. M Bounds

eal is a contagious, but not a popular, ele-
2 ment. Our fathers took their tea piping
hot; we take ours iced. Iced Christianity
is more popular and tasteful than iced tea. We
can endure in our churches enough warmth to
take the chill off, but more than this is offensive.
We have added many good elements to our
preaching, but these cannot make up for the
loss of fervor. The average mind can only be
moved to action by a flame. Some men may pull
through to heaven on a
cold collar, but they are the
exception. A dwindling
flame destroys the vital
and aggressive forces in
church life. God must be
represented by a fiery
church or he is not truly
represented. God is all on
fire, and his church, if it be
like Him, must also be
aflame with the great and eternal interests of
religion. Zeal need not be fussy to be consum-
ing and forceful. Christ was as far removed as
possible from nervous excitability, the very
opposite of intolerant or clamorous zeal, and
yet the zeal of God’s house consumed him.

The lack of ardor in Christian profession or
action is a sure sign of the want of depth and
intensity. The lack of fire is the sure sign of the
lack of God’s presence. To abate fervor is to

(God) can pardon much
when one is repentant, but
two things are intolerable

to Him—insincerity and

[ukewarmness.

retire God. God can tolerate many things in the
way of infirmity or error. He can pardon much
when one is repentant, but two things are intol-
erable to Him —insincerity and lukewarmness.
Lack of heart and lack of heat are the things that
He loathes. “I would thou wert cold or hot. So
then because thou art lukewarm, and neither
cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of my mouth,”
is God’s judgment on our lack of fire in the
Church. Fire is the motor that moves the
Christian life. Christian
principles that are not
aflame have neither force
nor perfume. Flame is the
wing by which faith
ascends, and fervency is
the soul of prayer. Love is
kindled in a flame, and
fire is the air that true reli-
gion breathes. It feeds on
fire. Christianity can stand
anything better than a feeble flame.

Christian character needs to be set on fire.
Lack of heat makes more infidels than lack of
faith. Not to be in fiery earnest about the
things of heaven is not to be about them at all.
The fiery souls are the ones that win in the
heavenly fight. Nothing short of red hot can
keep the glow of heaven in these chilly times.
We must grasp the live coal and covet the con-
suming flame. O
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HNeait S:M/I?%?

by Lois Martin

My heart was not working right! For quite some time, I covered the symptoms. I was quite good
at pretending that everything was OK. But deep down inside I knew something was very wrong!

I called the Great Physician many times, asking for help. I read the “Heart Manuel” and tried so
very hard to make my heart work properly! To look at me, you could not tell that something was
wrong. At times I thought my heart was working better, but then something would happen and I
knew the problem was still there.

Finally, I could take it no longer! I went to the Great Physician’s office for an exam. He loving-
ly and thoroughly examined my heart. A diagnostic test revealed the problem. Chains were
wrapped tightly around my heart, preventing it from beating with love! Chains of bitterness, anger
and hate! The chains had
been there for many years! In
fact, I was not even aware
that they were there!

I told the Great Physician
to remove the chains! He gen-
tly pulled them loose. In
some places he had to use his
knife to cut them free. Oh the
pain! It was hard getting the
chains off! They had been
there so long! It would have
felt better to just leave them
there, but I knew that for my
heart to work properly and to
love fully and freely, the
chains had to go!

The Great Physician hates
to see such chains around a

heart! Th in his offi .
heart at day in his office, I had allowed those chains to grow there!
e poured out his wrath

toward my chains on his Son He should have poured out His wrath on me!

and then looked at me with | I looked at the Son and saw nothing but love....
such love that I fell at his feet
weeping! I had allowed those
chains to grow there! He should have poured out His wrath on me! I looked at the Son and saw
nothing but love in His eyes! A great tender love that seemed to sooth the pain of the wounds
where the chains had been!

After the Great Physician pulled the last chain free, I felt such relief! The Son was there wiping
away my tears, assuring me of their love! The Great Physician took my hand and helped me to
stand! I walked out of that office a different person! I could not fathom the love that had just been
shown to me! My heart was beating and throbbing with love! Just the way it was supposed to! 1
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I WAS IN THE GREAT REVIVAL
Lessons from the 1905 Revival in India

by Mary Warburton Booth

had spent many years in India, she knew

the life, she had learnt her lessons and
gained her experience. “I was in the Great
Revival”, she said to me. “I was here when it
broke out in the Khasya Hills. I will tell you about
it.” And there until midnight we sat and talked of
the wonder-working power of the Blood of the
Lamb and the Life Giving Spirit sent to revive.
She had a great story to tell, and it has made an
impression upon me that I never want to forget.

Eagerly she bent forward, and her face lit up,
as she began to tell of the wonderful happenings
she herself had seen and felt. It was the time of
the Welsh Revival, and the weekly mail brought
letters telling us how God was using one man to
stir the principality; sinners were convicted of
sin, whole villages were converted and the Holy
Ghost was working in power in every town and
village they knew. A hunger and a thirst for God
took possession of them. The Mission to which
they belonged was a part of the same church in
Wales gripped by Revival. It didn't take long for
them to realize that this was for them too, and
prayer was vital. They felt the power in the let-
ters received and they knew it was of God, and
nothing else would satisfy them, but that they
should also be in a Revival, and so they gave
themselves to prayer.

Pentecost was their need, Pentecost was
what they asked for, and it was Pentecost they
received. In a little Chapel where a few
Christians were gathered for prayer, they sud-
denly felt an Unseen Power, and all went down
in His Presence. Their cries went up as one, and
the noise was so great that the heathen in the
village ran to see what it was, and a great fear
came over them. “What was this power?” they
asked. “Why are these men on their faces? “
And even while they questioned, they were

That evening a friend called to see me; she

silenced by the Spirit moving over them, and
they cried out to be saved.

The Revival spread; one station after another
caught the fire, and the glory of the Lord was
revealed. Singing and praying and worshipping
God went on through the night and a band of
born-again Christians were gathered into the
fold. The missionaries were revived, new life
came to them, and this missionary friend said to
me: “I have never known such glory, wherever
we went we saw the work of the Holy Ghost, and
we gathered together to tell each other of what
we knew. We read about the Revival in Wales,
but we experienced it in the Khasya Hills, and
never was there such an experience before or
since. The fire melted us all together; we saw the
Lord and we trod the heavenly way. Oh, it was
glory just to walk with Him.”

“I went to another station to meet some
friends; others arrived at the same time, and I was
put into a grass hut, for the house was full. It was
the cold weather, and I wondered how I could
keep warm. A hot bottle was put there for me;
sleep would not come, but oh the glory that filled
my soul! I felt as if I must be in Heaven; the cold
night was filled with holy gladness, and I sang
unto the Lord in an ecstasy of joy unspeakable,
and love inexpressible was mine. I knew I had
found Him, and He had found me, and the Holy
Ghost had come to immerse me in Himself that I
might abide in Christ forever.”

“I got out of bed to kneel before Him in wor-
ship and adoration. The clock struck twelve, then
one and two, and I lived in the glory; my heart
was satisfied and His presence filled the little hut.
Before breakfast was served the next morning we
sat round the table and sang to Him. All our con-
versation was of Him. In a very real and intimate
way He had come to us. The Welsh Revival had
reached US. God had spoken to us, and was
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speaking through us to others. Every day we
heard of those who were being added to the
Church. Conviction of sin was very real; repen-
tance and restitution came hand in hand, and we
all felt that we had lived for that time, and all my
being said, * Glory’.”

“We were there for some days, and then a
friend called to see me, and we began to gossip
and criticize others. Something was said that was
detrimental to another, and as we talked some-
thing happened.” The speaker paused, and her
voice quivered, “I lost the glory from my soul; it
just slipped away, and I stood there after the
friend left, feeling as if something was slain with-
in me. I went to my grass hut, but there was no
glory. I knelt to pray, and I could only cry. I knelt
in an agony of mind. What had I done? Nothing
very much, I only joined in conversations that led
to gossip, making light of another and with dras-
tic swiftness we took away her good name, and
the glory I had received departed from my soul.”

“And then?” I questioned. She shook her
head and with a very sad voice answered; “I
have never felt the same; that glory has not come
back to me.” I was awed by the story, and I felt
her agony. Oh, to be a helper. “Thou shall not go
up and down as a talebearer,” is written in The
Book, and how little we heed it! Is that why we
see so little of His glory? I asked myself. Then
Psalm 101:5 came to my mind: “He that secretly
slanders his neighbor, him I will cut off.” “CUT
OFF”? What is this thing that must be handled
with such drastic treatment? Slander is falsely
accusing another. It is taking away a good name
and putting something else there. It generally
begins with a bit of gossip, no harm is intended,
but gossip leads to criticism, and criticism kills
love and creates unkind thoughts and words,
and slander is made easy. “Shun gossip, as you
shun the Devil,” wrote one who knows what she
is talking about, and I remembered her then. We
sat in silence for a very long time, and then we
knelt to pray. A longing that was inexpressible
took hold of me, and I prayed that I might never
forget that lesson.

God knows all there is to know about us. He
has nothing to find out and He is not deceived by
any one of us. When He told us to be holy in all
manner of conversation, He meant exactly what
He said. It may be that some of us have missed

the way because we have not ordered our con-
versation aright. To be entangled in the yoke of
gossip is a snare and a delusion, it is love destroy-
ing, time killing, and a power that separates
beyond recall, and it had stolen the glory from
the friend who sat with me.

Hand clasped hand as we stood at the door.
We looked up at the stars, and then she went out
into the night. I turned in and began to think it all
over. I knew that God had a special reason for let-
ting me hear that story and a solemn responsibil-
ity of the truth of life took possession of me. I sat
there alone while a long procession of God’s chil-
dren passed before my mind. I saw visions, and
heard words, and gathered thoughts that are a
sign and a warning. There are no shortcuts in the
way of holiness. An unguarded word may send
one who seemed safe down a steep incline. A
word of slight may take all the heart out of a
brave warrior, and a good word withheld may do
untold harm when it might be said.

I thought on, and I seemed to hear the whis-
perings of those people who had seen the mira-
cles of the Savior. Being jealous of His reputa-
tion because the Crowds followed Him, they
began to gossip. “Who is He?” asked one. “He
does that which is not lawful on the Sabbath.”
“He is a nobody.” “Is not this the carpenter’s
Son?” And as they talked, another joined the
group. “He is a friend of publicans and sinners.
He is a wine-bibber. He is a bastard.” And
though they knew His life and heard His words
and saw His miracles, they set Him at naught.
Who likes to be set at naught ? Yet they did it to
Him. The leading religious people of the day
called Him up and asked Him to explain
Himself, but “ He answered them nothing.”

He understands the suffering caused by
unkind criticism. He has led the way of silence in
cruel and unjust accusation. He has made a clear
cross-marked way for those who would follow
Him, and if we are ever tempted to think that we
suffer unjustly, one look at Him will silence every
murmut, and in reverent awe we shall sing:

“Follow, follow, I will follow Jesus-

Anywhere, everywhere, I will follow on.

Follow, follow, I will follow Jesus,

By the Cross-marked pathway,

Till my journey’s done.” 0
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family in Massachusetts.

I had never read the
Bible, and had never heard
of the doctrine of non-resist-
ance. I was always taught
that it was right to fight for
your rights and protect and
defend your liberties, pos-
sessions, and of course, your
life. I recall as a boy learning
about the Ten Command-
ments in Sunday School, and
then watching a war movie
with a hero named Sergeant
York, a man with deep reli-
gious convictions. The
movie showed him reading
his Bible and studying the
Ten Commandments, partic-
ularly, “Thou shalt not kill.”
He struggled as to whether
he should go to war or not,
but then he decided to go.
The movie showed him
shooting and killing enemy
soldiers. I asked my parents
why he did that when the
Commandment says, “Thou
shalt not kill.” They respond-
ed, “Oh, it’s ok during war.”
Their response didn’t seem
to make sense to me, but

Igrew up in a Catholic

My J ourney to

by Alexander D. Marini

being quite young I felt I
was in no position to debate
the issue, so I accepted it
and gave it little thought
after that.

After graduation from
high school in 1971, being
rather patriotic, I joined the
U.S. Army for three years.
The Vietnam War was still
underway, and I was willing
to go there and fight if they
sent me. By God’s mercy I
was sent to Hawaii instead,
where I took up the study of
martial arts. Progress came
quickly, and in sixteen

months I was awarded a
black belt in Kenpo Karate.
A short time later I was
appointed assistant head
instructor of the karate
school there. By now karate
was the focus of my life, and
my identity. Everybody
knew me as “the guy who
does karate.” Shortly before
my tour of duty ended I
began reading the Bible and
was converted to
Christianity. During my first
time reading through the
New Testament I came upon
Jesus’ words:
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Now that | was

born-again I wanted to

Please t}le Lor(l, but

surely, this couldn’t mean
what it said. To refrain

from N elf~(1efens e s eemed

unthinkable.

Ye have heard that it hath
been said, An eye for an eye, and
a tooth for a tooth: But I say unto
you, That ye resist not evil: but
whosoever shall smite thee on thy
right cheek, turn to him the other
also (Matt 5:38-39).

What does a black belt
karate instructor do with such
a verse? Now that I was born-
again I wanted to please the
Lord, but surely, this couldn’t
mean what it said. To refrain
from self-defense seemed
unthinkable. None of the other

Christians that 1
knew ever took issue
with my karate, and
no one took issue
with the matter of
being a soldier. But I
was troubled and
wondered if I should
give up karate. So I
wrote a letter to my
dad asking what he
thought. He said he
felt that karate had
done me a lot of good
and that I should
stick with it, so I did.
I continued to train
and teach, pushing
Jesus” words to the
far corners of my
mind, but I never
forgot them.

When my tour
of duty was finished,
I was honorably dis-
charged from the
army, and returned
home with a third
degree black belt. I
enrolled in college,
majoring in physical
education, and set
up my own karate
school with about twenty-five
students. As a Christian I nat-
urally wanted to be a witness
for the Lord, so I used my
position of karate instructor
as a platform to share the
Gospel. I even won a few con-
verts over the years. I was a
good student of the Bible as
well, faithfully reading a
chapter a day all those years
while continuing my “Karate
for Jesus” ministry. Then, after
fifteen years of involvement in
martial arts, and having read
through the Bible a number of
times, I was invited to a Bible

study at which a Mennonite
man (I can’t recall his name)
was asked to share on the
topic of “non-resistance.” I
didn’t know what a
Mennonite was, or what non-
resistance was, but it sounded
different, so I went.

The brother wasn’t ten

minutes into his teaching
when, suddenly, the veil
opened, the clouds rolled

away, and I saw Christianity in
the “big picture” for the very
first time. Permit me to share
that picture with you, for I
have come to see non-resist-
ance to be one of the most cen-
tral and most beautiful doc-
trines of the New Testament. I
can’t remember which points
that Mennonite brother
shared, and which I discov-
ered in my own studies, but I
do recall that he began with
the separation of the two
covenants.

The Big

Picture—

Two Covenants

Many Christians have dif-
ficulty accepting Jesus’ teach-
ing on non-resistance because
in the Old Testament God
approved of armed resistance
for defense, and aggressive
violence for conquering. The
Israelites were even com-
manded by God to kill their
enemies without mercy, take
their land, and set up their
own society as the people of
God. They were to be distinct
from the nations around them,
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and were under the Old,
Mosaic Covenant, with all its
commands, provisions and
promises. Many Christians
throughout the Church Age,
as well as today, have sought
to blend the Old Covenant
with the New Covenant, and
claimed some of those Old
Testament promises. They
have carried out the same
armed resistance for defense,
as well as the aggressive, mer-
ciless violence that brought
the fulfilment of those promis-
es to the Israelites.
However, the point we
seem to miss is that
Christians are not Old
Testament Israelites, we
are New  Testament
Christians. The separation

of the two covenants
began with John the
Baptist “preaching the bap-
tism of repentance for the
remission of sins” (Lk 3:3).
The word “repent” is all
about change, as Vine’s
Expository Dictionary
defines:

metanoeo.. lit., “to perceive
afterwards” (meta, “after,”
implying “change,” noeo,
“to perceive”, nous, “the
mind...(Vine 525).

To “repent” simply means
“to change the way we think,”
and of course, that change of
thinking must bring about a
change in behaviour, which
John refered to as “fruits wor-
thy of repentance” (Lk 3:8).

John announced the com-
ing of the Messiah and the
Kingdom of Heaven crying, “.
.. Prepare ye the way of the Lord
....” (Matt 3:3). And when sol-

diers came asking, “ ... what
shall we do?” (Lk 3:14), John
responded, “. .. Do violence to
no man . . . .” (Lk 3:14). This
was no small change. Who
ever heard of soldiers com-
pletely refraining from vio-
lence? —preposterous, under
the Old Covenant. But, you
see, a New Covenant was
about to be established by the
Messiah:

...a better covenant, which was
established upon better promises.

For if that first covenant had
been faultless, then should no
place have been sought for the
second. For finding fault with
them, he saith, Behold, the days
come, saith the Lord, when I will
make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and with the
house of Judah: Not according to
the covenant that 1 made with
their fathers in the day when I
took them by the hand to lead
them out of the land of Egypt....
(Heb 8:6-9)

The first point to be under-
stood is that the first covenant
was replaced with the second,
and the second covenant is

“not according” to the first.
That means big changes in
thinking.

In that he saith a new covenant,

he hath made the first old. Now
that which decayeth and waxeth
old is ready to vanish away (Heb
8:13).

The old covenant had
served its purposes, and now
it was time for the new and
better covenant. The comm-
mands, provisions, and prom-

ises of the Old
Covenant have been
done away, and

replaced with the com-
mands, provisions and
promises of the New
Covenant. The OlId
Covenant was an earth-
ly covenant, with earth-
ly promises of earthly
real estate and material
possessions. The New
Covenant is a heavenly
covenant with heavenly
promises of heavenly
real estate and heavenly
rewards, for the most part.
The Old Covenant was a
covenant between God and
the nation of Israel, whereas
the New Covenant, though it
began as a covenant between
God and Israel, was then
expanded and opened to the
Gentiles. The New Covenant
is not a national covenant, it is
a covenant between God and
individuals “...out of every kin-
dred, and tongue, and people,
and nation” (Rev 5:9).

... Whosoever believeth on him
shall not be ashamed. For there is
no difference between the Jew and
the Greek: for the same Lord over
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all is rich unto all that call upon
him (Rom 10:11-12).

It must be understood that
under the New Covenant, God
has not commanded any
nation to kill the wicked
inhabitants of any land. That
was strictly Old Testament.
God has no covenant with any
earthly nation today, not even
America. His chosen nation
today is His scattered, world-
wide church, regardless of
race, culture, political orienta-
tion, earthly citizenship, and
geographical location.

The Old Covenant
involved physical warfare,
physically fighting and killing
those who opposed and
threatened the fulfillment of
the earthly promises. But the
New Covenant involves a spir-
itual warfare:

For though we walk in the flesh,
we do not war after the flesh. For
the weapons of our warfare are
not carnal, but mighty, through
God to the pulling down of
strongholds (2 Cor 10:3-4).

Make no mistake, non-
resistance does not mean that
Christians are to passively sit
back and let evil reign, thus
giving approval to wickedness
by our silence. But as New
Testament Christians the only
way we are to resist evil is by
preaching against it and call-
ing men to repentance, as did
John the Baptist. Granted, it
cost him his head, and it may
cost us the same, but carnal
weapons are not part of the
Christian arsenal. The Old
Testament Jew did use carnal
weapons, but not so for the

New Testament Christian, our
weapon is “. . . the sword of the
spirit, which is the Word of God”
(Eph 6:7). And the “strong-
holds” that we are to pull down
are not physical fortifications
made of stone and concrete,
but spiritual strongholds,
which have everything to do
with the thoughts that people
think, the thoughts that gov-
ern behaviour:

Casting down imaginations, and

every high thing that exalteth
itself against the knowledge of
God, and bringing into captivity
every thought to the obedience of
Christ (2 Cor 10:5).

Under the Old Covenant,
Israel was God’s instrument of
judgment to the heathen
nations who had filled up the
cup of God’s wrath. He sent
His people, the Jews, to

(Lk 9:54). They were thinking
like Old Testament Jews, and
Jesus corrected them in no
uncertain terms:

But he turned, and rebuked
them, and said, Ye know not what
manner of spirit ye are of. For the
Son of man is not come to destroy
men’s lives, but to save them (Lk
9:55-56).

Jesus made it clear that
God’s New Testament people
are not the instruments of
God’s judgment and wrath, but
instead, we are the instru-
ments of God’s love, mercy,
and grace. How can we fulfill
that purpose if we fight,
destroy, and kill those who
threaten our rights, liberties,
possessions, and even our
lives? Physical resistance sim-
ply does not fit the New
Testament picture of

Jesus made it c]ear tl'lat Gocl’s New

Testament People are not the instruments

of God’s ju(lgment and wrat}l, but instead,

we are the instruments of God’s love,

mercy, ancl grace.

destroy the wicked. But under
the New Covenant the
Christian is not to destroy the
wicked, but to convert them.
Jesus made this plain when his
disciples asked if they should
destroy a village of Samaritans
who did not receive the Lord.

They asked: “...Lord, wilt
thou that we command fire to
come down from heaven, and con-
sume them, even as Elias did?”

Christianity. The Old
Testament Jews were known
for their fierce warriorship, as
Rahab told Joshua, “...your ter-
ror is fallen upon us...all the
inhabitants of the land faint
because of you” (Josh 2:9). But
New Testament Christians are
to be known for the exact
opposite: “by this shall all men
know that ye are my disciples, if
ye have love one to another” (Jn
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13:35). Jesus issued His “new
commandment” that was to be
the signpost for the New
Covenant, “A new command-
ment I give unto you, That ye love
one another; as 1 have loved
you....” (Jn 13:34) And that love
was not to extend only to our
Christian brothers, but He
even commanded, “love your
enemies” (Matt 5:44). And note,
He commanded that we are to
love “as I have loved you.”
Please be reminded that Jesus
never fought physically to pro-
tect or to gain anything. He
loved with sacrificial love,
which finds its greatest expres-
sion in resisting not evil.

S uffering
Wrongfully

Not only did the establish-
ment of the New Covenant
change man’s relationship
with God from national to
individual, but it also com-
pletely reversed the response
of God’s people toward evil
men who would do us harm.
Under Old Testament law the
Jews were commanded to
resist evil with physical force
and bring justice whenever a
wrong was committed, eye for
eye, tooth for tooth, etc.
Granted, such justice is neces-
sary on a national or societal
basis. But because the New
Testament is not a national
covenant, and its purpose is
not national defense, national
expansion, or societal justice,
therefore  Jesus radically
changed the way His people
are to respond to those who

would do us harm and treat us
unjustly:

Ye have heard that it hath been
said, An eye for an eye, and a
tooth for a tooth: But I say unto
you, That ye resist not evil: but
whosoever shall smite thee on thy
right cheek, turn to him the other
also (Matt 5:38-39).

This sounds utterly unjust,
doesn’t it? You're right, it is,
because the purpose of the
New Covenant is not to insure
justice for God’s people. And
Jesus didn’t stop there. He
went on to give several more
applications of this principle
of not resisting evil and endur-
ing wrongful suffering:

And if any man will sue thee at
the law, and take away thy coat,
let him have thy cloke also. And
whosoever shall compel thee to go
a mile, go with him twain. Give
to him that asketh thee, and from
him that would borrow of thee
turn not thou away. Ye have
heard that it hath been said, Thou
shalt love thy neighbour, and hate
thine enemy. But I say unto you,
Love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and
persecute you (Matt 5:40- 44).

The Apostle Paul gives
similar instructions to the
Corinthian church when they
were suing one another:

there is utterly a fault among

you, because ye go to law one
with another. Why do ye not
rather take wrong? Why do ye
not rather suffer yourselves to be
defrauded? (1 Cor 6:7).

How contrary this is to all I
grew up with, to the whole
idea of defending life, liberty,
the pursuit of happiness, and
insuring justice. But again,
that is not the purpose of the
New Covenant. Jesus con-
cludes all His radical state-
ments by declaring the ulti-
mate purpose of suffering
wrongfully:

That ye may be children of your
Father which is in heaven....
(Matt 5:45)

This is what Christian mar-
tyrdom is all about—suffering
wrongfully for the sake of our
Christian witness. Indeed, the
word “witness” is translated
from the Greek, “martus,”
from which we get our English
word, “martyr,” meaning, “one
who bears ‘witness’ by his death”
(Vine 680). Just as Jesus suf-
fered wrongfully at the hands
of evil men, and made no
effort to resist, so the Christian
is to accept suffering wrong-
fully at the hands of evil men,
and make no effort to resist.
He even calls us to go beyond
the suffering and return good
for evil, just as He did. Why?
Because non-resistance, like
nothing else, beautifully dis-
plays the very heart of the
Gospel, in that “...while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us”
(Rom 5:8). In exchange for
man’s rebellious hate and
cruel, murderous treatment,
Jesus returned the offer of
mercy, forgiveness, and love.
Indeed, we, the guilty, mur-
dered Jesus, the innocent. And
it was His unjust, sacrificial
death that God accepted as
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payment for our sin and made
our forgiveness possible.
Therefore, He «calls us,
Christians, the recipients of
that forgiveness, to demon-
strate the same sacrificial love
as Jesus, by chosing to “resist
not evil” in our daily lives. This
is the ultimate testimony, the
ultimate “witness” of our
faith as New Testament
Christians. Suffering wrong-
fully, suffering for righteous-
ness sake, is what demon-
strates to the world that we
are, indeed, children of our
Father. It demonstrates that
we are citizens of another
country, a heavenly country,
and members of another
Kingdom, the Kingdom of
Heaven. This is why Jesus told
Pilate:

...My kingdom is not of this
world: if my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants
fight, that I should not be delivered
to the Jews: but now is my king-
dom not from hence (Jn 18:36).

Therefore, Jesus’ servants
did not fight. Rather, Jesus’
servants suffered wrongfully
at the hands of evil men, just
like Jesus did. Jesus’ servants
taught their followers to resist
not evil, just like Jesus did.
Jesus servants died as mar-
tyrs, just like Jesus did. The
simple truth is that the king-
dom of God is not very wel-
come in the kingdom of this
world, which happens to be
Satan’s domain. That is why
Jesus told His disciples:

If the world hate you, ye know
that it hated me before it hated
you. If ye were of the world, the

world would love his own: but
because ye are not of the world,
but I have chosen you out of the
world, therefore the world hateth
you (Jn 15:18-19).

This should come as no
surprise. After all, the name
Satan means “enemy.” He is

nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should shew forth the praises of
him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvellous
light (1 Pet 2:9).

And that “calling out”
means leaving behind those
things that characterize the

Suffering wrongfully, suffering for

righteousness sake, 15 what demonstrates to tile

world that we are, indeed, children of our

F atller.

the enemy of God, and he
seeks to oppose God at every
point he can. God’s Kingdom
is characterized by light, life,
love, peace, purity, harmony,
truth, creativity, and willing,
joyful submission to God’s
authority. Satan’s kingdom, on
the other hand, is character-
ized by darkness, hate, rebel-
lion, sin, sorrow, violence,
war, defilement, deception,
destruction, and death. Satan
is called “the prince (ruler) and
the power of the air” (Eph 2:2),
and his power is called the
“power of darkness” (Lk 22:53).
He is called “the prince (ruler)
of this world” (Jn 16:11), and the
“prince (ruler) of devils” (Matt
12:24). And we human beings
find ourselves born into this
world and confronted with a
choice, to remain part of
Satan’s kingdom, or to come
out and join God’s Kingdom,
His church. Indeed, the word
“church” literally means “called
out ones.” Peter explains:

But ye are a chosen generation,
a royal priesthood, an holy

kingdom of darkness, for they
are not to be part of God’s
Kingdom. And one of the
things that is to be left behind
is the whole idea of resisting
evil with physical force. The
world insists, as I had always
been taught, that one must
fight force with force and vio-
lence with violence, to defend
and protect life, liberty, and
possessions, and to insure that
no one can take advantage of
us and cause us to suffer
wrongfully. This reasoning is
so contrary to God’s New
Covenant way that He even
tells slaves:

Servants, be subject to your mas-
ters with all fear; not only to the
good and gentle, but also to the
froward. For this is thankworthy,
if a man for conscience toward
God endure grief, suffering
wrongfully. For what glory is it,
if when ye be buffeted for your
faults, ye shall take it patiently?
But if, when ye do well, and suf-
fer for it, ye take it patiently, this
is acceptable with God. For even
hereunto were ye called: because
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Christ also suffered for us, leav-
ing us an example, that ye should
follow his steps: Who did no sin,
neither was guile found in his
mouth: Who, when he was
reviled, reviled not again: when
he suffered, he threatened not; but

committed himself to him that
judgeth righteously (1 Pet 2:23).

Unjust? Yes. But our call-
ing is to suffer as Christ suf-
fered, “wrongfully,” and with-
out retaliation, even returning
good for evil. To this suffering
we are called, and we should
fully expect it. Two chapters
later Peter elaborates:

Beloved, think it not strange
concerning the fiery trial which
is to try you, as though some
strange thing happened unto
you: But rejoice inasmuch as ye
are partakers of Christ’s suffer-
ings; that, when his glory shall
be revealed, ye may be glad also
with exceeding joy. If ye be
reproached for the mname of
Christ, happy are ye; for the spir-
it of glory and of God resteth
upon you...if any man suffer as a
Christian, let him not be
ashamed; but let him glorify God
on this behalf (1 Pet 4:12-16).

Few things will glorify
God more than a Christian
who suffers wrongfully with-
out retaliation. Peter himself
had the opportunity to live
this one out, even as Jesus
foretold him:

When thou wast young, thou
girdest thyself, and walkedst
whither thou wouldest: but when
thou shalt be old, thou shalt
stretch forth thy hands, and
another shall gird thee, and carry

thee whither thou wouldest not.
This spake he, signifying by what
death he should glorify God (Jn
21:18-19).

Imagine if Peter had
fought back when his rights
were threatened. What if he
had defended himself and
retaliated when his life was in
danger?—so much for the
glory of God —so much for his
Christian witness. But God be
praised, Peter had come a long
way from that night in the gar-
den when he cut off the ear of
the high priest’s servant. Jesus
was quick to correct Peter’s
thinking: “ ... Put up again thy
sword into his place: for all they
that take the sword shall perish
with the sword” (Matt 26:52).
Peter got the point, as did the
rest of the apostles, that God’s
people do not resist evil.
Think it through, when did
violence ever bring a perma-
nent end to violence? Does not
history teach us that “they that
take the sword shall perish with
the sword?” World history is
nothing but a string of wars,
each setting the stage for the
next. To resist evil, to try to
overcome evil with evil, to try
to stop violence with violence,
only guarantees the continua-
tion of the same. Evil and war
will not cease from the earth
until the Lord returns simply
because so few are willing to
“resist not evil.” Imagine what
the world would be like if
everybody decided to stop
fighting. Of course, they
won’t, but He calls us, His
people, His bride, His church,
to demonstrate to the deceived
world, His more excellent way.
The Apostle Paul instructs:

Bless them that persecute you:
bless, and curse mnot
Recompense to no man evil for
evil . . . If it be possible, as much
as lieth in you, live peaceably
with all men. Dearly beloved,
avenge not yourselves, but rather
give place unto wrath: for it is
written, Vengeance is mine; I will
repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if
thine enemy hunger, feed him; if
he thirst, give him drink: for in so
doing thou shalt heap coals of fire
on his head. Be not overcome of
evil, but overcome evil with good
(Rom 12:14-21).

Conclusions

Needless to say, karate is
no longer part of my life, nor
participation in the military or
the political scene, all of which
must use carnal weapons to
defend and conquer. The war I
fight now is spiritual. I must
confess that the living-out of
this doctrine of non-resistance
has been the challenge of my
life, and I have failed many
times, particularly in the ver-
bal realm. But I seek His grace
to be a pleasing child in his
sight, and to follow His exam-
ple, as a partaker of the New
Covenant, for there is no more
beautiful, and no more power-
ful testimony of the grace of
God in a Christian’s life, than
to “resist not evil...That ye may
be children of your Father which
is in heaven....” 1
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l)y Leonard Ravenhill

Could a mariner sit idle if he heard the drowning cry?
Could a doctor sit in comfort and let his Patients die?

Could a fireman sit idle, let men burn and give no hand?

Could you sit at ease in Zion with the

WOI‘l(l around you damned?
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The Sutterings ot Christ

by Reese Howells

cannot come to Christ’s sufferings until you have finished with your

own. The afflictions of Christ are the afflictions of the kingdom and he
is afflicted with us in them. As Isaiah said, “in all their afflictions he was
afflicted and the angel of his presence saved them.” In my intercessions I
never once thought that he would allow me to suffer anything that he did not
suffer with me.

There is a great difference between self-affliction and the affliction for the
sake of others. The sufferings of Christ are the sweetest thing on earth. The
apostle Paul told the Colossians that he rejoiced in his sufferings for their
sake, and his word to the Philippian church was “that I may know him, and
the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made
conformable unto his death.” This is intercession.

There are sufferings still left for the Church, to be fulfilled in us, but you

\
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Update on the telemarketing
article from March/April 2005

I recently received a call from a
telemarketer with a strong Indian
accent. After I started to ask her
just a few simple questions about
her life she began to unload a
huge burden of sin, guilt, and
depression. After some question-
ing she eventually let me know
that she was calling from
Calcutta, India! 1 was able to
spend about 20 minutes with her
on the telephone. I feel she was
very responsive to the gospel. She
gave me her home number and 1
have been attempting to reach
her. Her name is Cheryl, please
pray for her conversion. My
encouragement is that we contin-
ue to harvest this ripe crop and
pray for the Mission to the
Telemarketers! ~Bro. DeanDear

tettttt
Remnant,

Thank you for the wonder-
ful Holy Spirit filled articles in

We thank God for the letters of counsel and encouragement we have
received. It is the only way we can evaluate our progress. Keep them
coming. Our desire is to foster a free flow of edification, inspiration and
burden from us to you, and you to us. This way we can pass some of
the blessings on to the others who are reading. Send us a testimony for

“The Blessing Corner” of God’s blessing in some area of obedience, or a

question that can be answered to the edification of all, or an area of

94

spiritual growth, or a word of encouragement or counsel about The

Remnant or any section of it.

the Remnant. They are water
to my soul. I pray for you to
keep on going for Jesus and
that those who are being
prompted by the Lord Jesus to
write for the Remnant will not
be afraid but will share what is
in the hearts.

Thank you for speaking
truth in a day when it is very
hard to find it anymore.

The article on witnessing
to telemarketers was a great
encouragement as was the
issue on music!

from E-mail
U O

Dear Friends,

I enjoy many of the articles
in your magazine and
after reading one, I feel that I
have been richly fed! I appre-
ciate that your goal is to pro-
claim the truth of God’s Word
as it is and not watered down
and diluted! That is why I
feel fed and challenged and

" 7S FRS ST S SPECT R A S, S ol o O

encouraged! I learned a lot
from the article “Becoming a
Channel of God’s Power” and
my prayer is that I would be
united with Christ and that He
would be the power in me!
May God richly bless your
ministry!

Also, we wanted to give
you a quick thank-you for the
excellent articles on television
and modern music that were
featured in the Ilast few
Remnants. They were a big
blessing to us, as we’ve come
out of many of those things in
the last several years.

We very much appreciate
the work that your ministry
performs. Thank you for
standing for the TRUTH in a
day and age of rampant com-
promise. Continue to press on,
being “sober, and vigilant, for

your adversary the devil
walks about, seeking whom he
may DEVOUR!”

Persia, IA
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